THE CHRISTIAN                   I95

be so absorbed in caring for others that the
sense of his own rights and desires and aims
was to fall wholly into the background.
He is not represented as meant to have
any intellectual, political, or artistic pur-
suits at all. He is to accept his place in
the world as he finds it; he is to have no
use for money or comforts or accumulated
resources. He is not to scheme for dignity
or influence, nor even much to regard
earthly ties. Sorrow, loss, pain, evil, are
simply to be as shadows through which he
passes, and if they have any meaning at all
for him, they are to be opportunities for
testing the strength of his emotions. But
the whole spirit of the Christian revelation
is that no terms should be made with the
world at all. The world must treat the
Christian as it will, and there are to be no
reprisals; neither is there the least touch of
opportunism about it. The Christian is not
to do the best he can, but the best; he is
frankly to aim at perfection.

How then is this faith to be sustained?
It is to be nourished by a sense of direct
and frank converse with a God and Father.
The Christian is never to have any doubt
that the intention of the Father towards him